
 

 



Regional Framework OperationRegional Framework Operation
4th 4th ““Change on BordersChange on Borders”” Annual ConferenceAnnual Conference

KremsKrems, Lower Austria,  23 March 2007, Lower Austria,  23 March 2007

Territorial Cooperation, cohesion objectives Territorial Cooperation, cohesion objectives 
and competitiveness:and competitiveness:

Future regional development and governmental Future regional development and governmental 
challenges of border regions in light of the challenges of border regions in light of the 

Lisbon agendaLisbon agenda

MartMartíín Guillermo Ramn Guillermo Ramíírezrez

Secretary GeneralSecretary General

Association of European Border RegionsAssociation of European Border Regions

 



Long Long EuropeanEuropean TraditionTradition

•• 1960: 1960: 20 border regions in Scandinavia,20 border regions in Scandinavia,
NW Europe and the Rhine basinNW Europe and the Rhine basin

•• 1980: 1980: 40 (Iberian Peninsula, the Alps und 40 (Iberian Peninsula, the Alps und 
Ireland)Ireland)

•• 2000:2000: 120 border regions in Europe120 border regions in Europe
•• 2007: 2007: 200 structures200 structures

------oo------
•• State crossState cross--border cooperationborder cooperation
•• RegionalRegional--state cooperationstate cooperation
•• RegionalRegional--municipal cooperationmunicipal cooperation
•• Municipal crossMunicipal cross--border cooperationborder cooperation

 



AGEG AGEG –– AEBR AEBR -- ARFEARFE

19711971 10 members10 members

19801980 3030

20072007 more than 90more than 90

200 European border areas200 European border areas

Represents the interests of CB regions towards Represents the interests of CB regions towards 
the Council of Europe, the European Union and the Council of Europe, the European Union and 
the national Governments.the national Governments.

 



 

ThereThere isis a a 
newnew
versionversion ofof
thisthis mapmap



EuropeanEuropean CohesionCohesion

andand Regional Regional PolPol’’yy

ConvergenceConvergence 200   200   BB€€

EconomicEconomic growthgrowth andand
EmploymentEmployment 40   40   BB€€

Territorial Territorial CooperationCooperation 8,8 8,8 BB€€

 



CrossCross--borderborder CooperationCooperation

(CBC)(CBC)

CBC has CBC has nevernever beenbeen a a nationalnational
prioritypriority, , butbut itit isis EuropeanEuropean tasktask andand
EU EU politicalpolitical objectiveobjective

EuropeanEuropean integrationintegration

ImplementationImplementation ofof LisbonLisbon StrategyStrategy

 



EuropeanEuropean DiversityDiversity

VariousVarious::

•• Cultures Cultures andand social social systemssystems

•• AdministrativeAdministrative structuresstructures andand powerspowers

•• Fiscal Fiscal andand social social legislationslegislations

•• ManyMany otherother politicalpolitical activitiesactivities

•• CitizensCitizens havehave growngrown up in up in differentdifferent
environmentsenvironments

•• TheyThey willwill notnot sacrifysacrify aspectsaspects ofof everydayeveryday liveslives

•• No No StateState willwill alter alter itsits triedtried andand trustedtrusted structuresstructures

 



CBC Added ValueCBC Added Value

•• EuropeanEuropean

•• PoliticalPolitical

•• InstitutionalInstitutional

•• SocioSocio--economiceconomic

•• SocioSocio--culturalcultural

 



European Added ValueEuropean Added Value

•• Promotion of peacePromotion of peace

•• FreedomFreedom

•• SecuritySecurity

•• Observance of Human RightsObservance of Human Rights

 



PoliticalPolitical

•• European integrationEuropean integration

•• Getting to know each otherGetting to know each other

•• Subsidiarity and partnershipSubsidiarity and partnership

•• Economic and social cohesion and Economic and social cohesion and 
cooperationcooperation

•• Accession of new membersAccession of new members

•• Securing CBC via EU fundingSecuring CBC via EU funding

 



InstitutionalInstitutional

•• Active involvement of citizensActive involvement of citizens

•• Knowledge about neighboursKnowledge about neighbours

•• LongLong--term CBCterm CBC

•• Joint drafting, implementation and Joint drafting, implementation and 
financing of CB programmes and financing of CB programmes and 
projectsprojects

 



SocioSocio--economiceconomic

•• Mobilisation of endogenous potentialMobilisation of endogenous potential

•• Participation of economic and social actorsParticipation of economic and social actors

•• Opening up of labour marketOpening up of labour market

•• Additional developmentAdditional development

•• Lasting improvements in Spatial Lasting improvements in Spatial 
DevelopmentDevelopment

•• Improvement of transport infrastructureImprovement of transport infrastructure

 



SocioSocio--culturalcultural

•• Dissemination of knowledgeDissemination of knowledge

•• Overview of CB region in maps, Overview of CB region in maps, 
publications, teaching material, publications, teaching material, ……

•• Circle of committed expertsCircle of committed experts

•• Equal opportunities and extensive Equal opportunities and extensive 
knowledge of the languagesknowledge of the languages

 



Specific added value to Specific added value to 

implement Lisbon Strategyimplement Lisbon Strategy

•• AdditionallityAdditionallity

•• SynergySynergy

•• Joint Research and InnovationJoint Research and Innovation

•• NetworkingNetworking

•• BenchmarkingBenchmarking

•• SpinSpin--off effectsoff effects

•• CB resource managementCB resource management

 



Territorial Agenda of the Territorial Agenda of the 

European UnionEuropean Union

Towards a More Competitive and Towards a More Competitive and 
Sustainable Europe of Diverse RegionsSustainable Europe of Diverse Regions

•• TomorrowTomorrow’’s territorial challenges to be tackled todays territorial challenges to be tackled today

•• Strengthening Regional Identities and Territorial Strengthening Regional Identities and Territorial 
DiversityDiversity

•• New Territorial Priorities for EU DevelopmentNew Territorial Priorities for EU Development

•• Actions for Implementing the Territorial AgendaActions for Implementing the Territorial Agenda

 



TomorrowTomorrow’’s territorials territorial

challenges to be tackled todaychallenges to be tackled today

•• Diverse impacts of climate changeDiverse impacts of climate change
•• Rising energy prices and opportunities for a new Rising energy prices and opportunities for a new 
energy paradigm energy paradigm 

•• Geographical concentration of activities while Geographical concentration of activities while 
dislocating jobsdislocating jobs

•• Integration of regions in global economic Integration of regions in global economic 
competitioncompetition

•• Impacts of the enlargementImpacts of the enlargement
•• Ageing population and in and out migrationAgeing population and in and out migration
•• Growing traffic problemsGrowing traffic problems
•• Overexploitation of ecological resources and loss Overexploitation of ecological resources and loss 
of biodiversityof biodiversity

 



Strengthening RegionalStrengthening Regional

Identities and TerritorialIdentities and Territorial

DiversityDiversity

•• Territorial cohesion for equal opportunities Territorial cohesion for equal opportunities 
for citizens and development perspectives for citizens and development perspectives 
for entrepreneurs. for entrepreneurs. 

•• National and regional concerns should National and regional concerns should 
closely intertwine with EU Policies. closely intertwine with EU Policies. 
Particularly Rural Development, Particularly Rural Development, 
Environmental, Transport and EU Environmental, Transport and EU 
Cohesion Policies. Cohesion Policies. 

 



New Territorial Priorities forNew Territorial Priorities for

EU DevelopmentEU Development

1.1. Strengthening Innovative and Cooperative Strengthening Innovative and Cooperative 
Urban Development in Metropolitan Regions, Urban Development in Metropolitan Regions, 
Urban Areas and Regional CentresUrban Areas and Regional Centres

2.2. New Forms of Partnership and Territorial New Forms of Partnership and Territorial 
Governance Between Rural and Urban Areas Governance Between Rural and Urban Areas 

3.3. Strengthening and Extension of TransStrengthening and Extension of Trans--
European NetworksEuropean Networks

4.4. Promotion of TransPromotion of Trans--European Risk ManagementEuropean Risk Management

5.5. Strengthening of Ecological Structures and Strengthening of Ecological Structures and 
Cultural Resources for a New Approach to Cultural Resources for a New Approach to 
DevelopmentDevelopment

 



Actions for ImplementingActions for Implementing

the Territorial Agendathe Territorial Agenda

1.1. European InstitutionsEuropean Institutions

2.2. Close Cooperation between European Close Cooperation between European 
Commission, EU Member States, Regions Commission, EU Member States, Regions 
and Citiesand Cities

3.3. Strengthening Territorial Cohesion in EU Strengthening Territorial Cohesion in EU 
Member StatesMember States

4.4. Joint Activities by MinistersJoint Activities by Ministers

 



Key Dossiers Key Dossiers -- DebatesDebates

•• Lisbon process post 2010Lisbon process post 2010
•• EU Budget review 2008EU Budget review 2008--

20092009
•• 2010 Cohesion Policy 2010 Cohesion Policy 

midterm review midterm review 
•• Post 2013 Common Post 2013 Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP)Agricultural Policy (CAP)
•• 2010 midterm review EU 2010 midterm review EU 

Rural Development PolicyRural Development Policy
•• 2011 review of the EU 2011 review of the EU 

Sustainable Development Sustainable Development 
Strategy (SDS)Strategy (SDS)

•• Implementation of the Implementation of the 
Green Paper on Maritime Green Paper on Maritime 
Policies Policies 

•• 7th Environmental Action 7th Environmental Action 
Programme of the EUProgramme of the EU

•• 2010 midterm review of the 2010 midterm review of the 
programme programme ““CultureCulture””
(2007(2007--2013)2013)

•• Transport Policy post 2010Transport Policy post 2010
•• Energy PolicyEnergy Policy
•• Research and Innovation Research and Innovation 

PolicyPolicy
•• Neighbourhood PolicyNeighbourhood Policy
•• EU Internal Market and EU Internal Market and 

Competitiveness PolicyCompetitiveness Policy
•• EU GovernanceEU Governance
•• EU ConstitutionEU Constitution

 



THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTIONTHANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR ATTENTION

m.guillermo@aebr.netm.guillermo@aebr.net

info@aebr.netinfo@aebr.net

 


