
heritage lodging, heritage cows: “rika & riekje”
why did I choose for it ?

high decoration function !

low economic function ?



Frits Schuitemaker,     Rikkerda,
VOT, BSG, ELN



Problem of many big farm houses
that loose their original function

• Effects: 
• decrease of liveability(in rural areas / villages)

• decrease of quality of landscape
• decrease of historical, cultural values
• etc. etc.
• Solution= new Function = Conversion



mission

• Conservation by Conversion
(New functions for old buidings)





Target of the Book: 
(Province of Groningen)

• inspiration for people to establish new
functions for caracteristic farmhouses

• creation of new economic and social actors
for upgrading  the liveability and identity of 
this man-made landscape



idea: frits schuitemaker
design: flip ekkers

history: wijbrand havik
text:  sietse van der hoek

photografy:  stijntje de olde

Concept 
• Left: interview inhabitants

(motives)
• Middle: picture of inhabitants

(transparant)

• right: picture of new function









24 examples of new functions

• Horeca: restaurant, tearoom
• Tourism / leisure / sport:

pitch&put, B&B-lodging, fitnesscentre, visitorscentre
• Art: galery, opera/ concertroom,
• Culture: museum 
• SMC: garage motorbikes, carpenter, antiqueshop,
• Related to farming: farm for disabled people

historic farmhouse, informationfarm
• Etc. etc







































Why heritage lodging ?

Many innovative new functions, but tourism is one
of the most promising ones considering the 
regional economic effects (incl multiplier!)



Rikkerda Heritage Lodging: 
old farmhouse,

new function,
new design













Why new design?

1* : A monument has to grow:
show what has been added in a certain period

2* : The region where I live is very unknown
as tourist destination.

-> choose for a special target group: 
“pioneers” & “trendsetters”

-> offer a special product: “design B&B” =
yuppie / dinkie - quality in rural area
- visiting motives: the interior, the design 
- but the authentic landscape and quitness and absence of 
artificial light, etc. etc. are conditionsto get the feeling that
they really are the first to have discoverd this special place 



Special product and
special market
but
Condition : authentic area
and……

We have plenty of it in 
this EDR region



Ideas /wishes for futurein EDR 

-crossborder promotion 
of “Heritage Lodging”

- joint promotion
Heritage Lodging & 
Villages of Tradition

- Conservation x Conversionproject



Goodbye from Rikkerda and ‘Rika and Riekje’
They are glad that the ‘farmer’ still earns his money in the barn / stable 
(not by milking cows, but by milking the tourists)

and that they still have a function in it


