
Between good neighbours and far friends

On developing a regional strategy for European cooperation



Start of the process

� A new regional minister

� Renewed attention for Europa at the political
level

� The need to evaluate from time to time our
own strategy



Basic issues to consider

� Geographical position

� Tasks and powers of the region

� Experiences so far



Geographical position (1)

5000 sqkm and 1.9 mln inhabitants
vs.
NRW 18 mln inhabitants and 34.085 

sqkm



Geographical position (2)

Water, water, water…….

LOBITH

KÖLN

FRANKFURT

BODENSEEBASEL

CATCHMENT OF THE RIVER
RHINE

Area
185.000 km2

87% outside NL

Lobith:
average  :      2.500 m3/s
design       : 16.000 m3/s
near future: 18.000 m3/s ?

ROTTERDAM



Tasks and powers of the region

Take a look at yourself
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A regional vision on your role in Europe

� Participate in the European discussions

� Help the others

� Find knowledge and know-how



Gelderland and the EU

� Choose regional issues, connected to the European
workprogram and let your colleagues do that.

� Participate in networks

� Present yourself in meetings in Europe: let your
region be found as a partner

� Get in contact with the policymakers in Brussels



Good neighbours: Nordrhein-Westfalen

� Improve the focus by making a workplan

� Let those in power talk to each other

� Focus on decisionmakers, not on those who just
implement

� Werk together with your national neighbours



Council of Europe & decentralised democracy

� The ‘other’ Europe

� Participate in the Congress of local and regional
authorities in Europe

� Be aware that democracy is a young concept, hardly
practiced, but very valuable



Far friends: jumelages

� Find friends and work together on the 
future of Europe



And don’t forget……

Do they really see you, the way you think……..



But be prepared for surprises

Thank you for your attention

Doede Sijtsma

d.sijtsma@prv.gelderland.nl


